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to our Government; nay, even n of thoſe who 


might give the lighteſt cauſe to ſuf] pet, with 


truth, that they barboured evil intentions 1 


I-could not but 


; and acknowledged that you were plated % 


the true ſpirit of your Conſtituents. But you 

appear to have laid it down as a principle, 55 
that the French Emigrants in "general muſt 
be enemies to the country which affords them 


relief and ſubſiſtance ; you have attributed 


the blackeſt criminality, if not-to the whole 


body, at leaſt to the greater part (for you ex- 


cept only the prieſts and a few diſtinguiſhed 5 
perſons); you have, in fine, propoſed the ex- 


pulſion of them all, except thoſe for hom 
the Miniſters would become reſponſible : ane 


at the ſame time you aſſerted that vou Tpoke 5 


17 . 


5 the wiſh of the Nation, and the opinion of 


3 


the Publis, In truth, Sir, ſuch ſappofitions, = 
| and ſuch a concluſion, are too Extravagant - for 
us to adopt. ; Look at che con! 
how pregnant they are with oe. Im- 
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75 5h the fond 5 to a defies chat, 9 5 
58 the authority of the Alien Bill, the Miniſters 
ſhould ſend out of the kingdom, without en- 
quiry or difcrimination, a whole bod 
3 foreigners, who. have been authorized. to ſettle 
in this country, would be to give to a law. 
15 made with, 8: view to particular circum ſtances, | 
befide 5, is an exception to the 

"1 common be, an exorbitant- extenſion that 
. would go far beyond the object, and depart 

WN from 1 oe intention of. its e cnactinent. 3 


| Third, to ey 1 3 che upon 8 NAY 
; whom i it has been beſtowed, that protection ; 
3 of [hich they have not made themſelves un- 

| SN 32 Lo” "97 8 


Becauſe, art, to implicate | 

un the ſame condemnation, and to expel with⸗ 
dut diſtinction as well thoſe who have really . 
os done wrong, as. thoſe againſt whom there i is 
3 imputation, would be to confound the 
innocent with the guilty, and to facrifice the 
one for the other, which Mr. Secretary Dun- © 
5  Gas'0 obſerved v would be the higheſt e, 
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A ft] ough Germany, pruſ 
ſia, Holland, Tealy, Switzerland, and Spain, ; 
have deviated, through weakneſs, from 
10 wife a maxim, can it be a reaſon why 
'2 noble and generous Nation, ſuch as 1 truſt 
that Engliſhmen till ; are, ſhould follow their ns 
example? Great Britain will not ſuffer her 58 
0 preſumptuous enemies to ſuppoſe that the 
would difgrace herſelf ſo far, throu gh fear and 
pufillanimity, as to eſſ pouſe their perſecuting 
animoſrty. Poſterity ſhall not be entitled to 
keproach the Britiſh Nation with having con- 2 

_ Ffrued: fidelity to a lawful Sovereign into 2 ? 
5 _ DG” She v vw ee choolt 


: * Thoſe * 7 92 0 forfeited 39573 property - 

| rather than renounce their fidelity to their lawful Sove- | 
rein, have met with due protection and ſupport from the 
Britiſb Government. Although the loyal French be not 


entitled to the like adyantages, AS. they. were not born e 
Engliſh ſubjects, yet they may have. acquired 3 4 ſimilar 1 


: claim to eſteem, hoſpitality, and even confidence, 1 8 8 0 
5 Nos conduBted themſelves on * e . | 
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PE ſuch a ſrandat in policy, ſhould prey: 
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* | Tot the een ee of which] have only 
given the outlines, it might be added, that the French | 
emigration has proved rather benefidat than burlenſottie = 
to this country, whither the French have brought'tover: 
their induſtry, their pa ticular abilities and talents 3 and. 
agreeable. to the obſervation. of the celebrated author &, 5 
| Telemachus, even in thoſe countries where the arts are 
| beſt cultivated and improved, thoſe d which foreigners may : 7 
bring obet with chem are not ch Mal vVeribeked a0 
lected... Several capital workmen. and eminent artiſts whol 
came from France may have already contributed, and may 
hereafter contribute, to enhance the hitherto merited, FP”, 
tation of our manufaQtures : : they may poſſibly ſerve as 
additional means, and become agar to the extenſion. 
of our fourithing C mmer Upon the moſt probable 
culation, we pany: 8 ſums which,” on accaunt- 
of than diſturbances of. France, have, been lodged i in our 
ſunds, previous to the war, together with the hard caſh, | 
| plate, jewels, and-other valuable effects that have. "been 


brought over by about 20,000 Emigrants, who, at dif- 9 Y 


ferent per iods, have ſucceflively' viſited | or ſojourned in | : 
5 dener to amount to . 5 3:000,000, as ſome 15 
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would not be torn , When men "fo int 
5 {their nümberleſs 'calenitics, from the 
contraſt between theit preſent and formet ſitu- 
| ations in life, and eſ] pecially from tlie original 
> $0 their! x {Eries, « could ti6 lotlger f nd a 
RY ot to 1 their heads ? Who could. forbear ; 
|  Jamenting the hard caſe of 4 long train of 
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Shall it be denied to them to vegetate there 


unmoleſted, to drag. out their melancholy 


days there undiſturbed ? Shall it be ſaid, that, 


after having welcomed them at a time when 
they had ſome little means left, we diſcard 
them now, when every thing which they 


Dauber is exhauſted®? | Muſt they be com- 
„ eee | 


4 * 3 1 * 
& - tht 5 7 


—— 


+ There are at this preſent time in England hundreds of 


| French Emigrants who have been ſeverely wounded, and 


even maimed, whilſt fighting under the Engliſh banners 
Government has thought proper to receive them into the 
lit of Invalid Penſioners ; 5 with what humanity could we ; 


expel them? 


A greater number ain, after bving vs aw to 


8 the: Engliſh army, from the very beginning of the war, 
| have, been diſbanded, and are not put upon. any half-pay 


li: are they to endure baniſhment 3 as a reward tor, their 


F ſervices ? 


Several bali of Basses TY been "killed in 


the many expeditions on which they were commanded for 
| the ſervice of England, viz. at Menin, Nieuport, Qui- 
| beron, the Weſt Indies, &c. &c. &c. Could we be ſo bar- 
: barous as to baniſh their widows, their parents, their bro- | 


thers and ſiſters? Alas! there are very few French fa- . 


milies who have not mourned the loſs of ſome dear con 
nexion. Ty 1 Et rereth ts 
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lutionary fanaticiſm raiſes againſt them n 


»(-46 3. 


Pele to go in queſt of chat reſt which i is be⸗ ; 
come che chief, the only object of their wiſhes; 


into remote and frozen elimes, where moſt W- 


them cannot even expect to arrive? Is it only 
on the deſert banks of the Boryſthenes, is it 
only on the bare and barren ſummits of 


Caucaſus, is it only amidſt the ſavage hordes 
of Tartary that they can hope to find fouls 
ſenſible to pity ? Shall the loyalty of French - 


men, becauſe they refuſed to become regicides, 
be puniſhed with a ſeverer fate than the crime 
of the Jews guilty of Deicide ? Theſe, though 


no longer exitting gas a nation, are tolerated as 
ftrangers ; and ſhall thoſe be denied even an 


| equal toleration ? Shall they be'denied this, at 

the inſtant when they have leſs hopes than 
1 5 ever of being ſuffered to re- enter their native 
land ? Shall they be threatened with the loſs 1 


of their laſt refuge at a criſis when the revo- 


violent perſecution and proſcriptions than at 
any former period? And when French Be. 
| mocracy vents with new rancour upon them i 


"the: hatred ſhe has dom to England, hall ; 


. * 


n 


; England alſo treat them as enemies, „ Abe from 
whom an oath has been required to remain 

attached to this country, ; and to o ſerve no other 
” un nene 


Bot you tell us the W of the State muſt | 
overbalance every conſideration. of Juſtice, 
Policy, and Humanity; theſe are all null and 
void, when they are in oppoſition to the ſafety 
of the People, which is the ſupreme law. 
Shall we put the exiſtence of England to the 


hazard, that we may indulge a miſtaken hu- bt 


manity to men who, for the greateſt part, are 
unworthy of it? · From my own obſervation” 
(you proceed to fay), © as well as from the 
F uniform teſtimony of all others with whom 
| « 1 have converſed, I am enabled to ſtate that 
« the F rench Emigrants are enemies to the 
country that is feeding and Protecting them: 
es that they are diſſaffected to England, and 
* moſt probably in league w with the F reach 5 
Att: Government.” 1 
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French Dire 


This is your opinion, if we are to give ere- 
dit to one of the public papers. Your prin- 
ciple is beyond diſpute. The ſafety of the 
State muſt invariably be our main object, and 1 
ever ſtand foremoſt in our views. Of courſe, 
if the French Emigrants be the enemies of 
England; if ſhe has any thing in reality to 
fear from them ; if they be leagued with the 
Ty - againſt her; then indeed : 
you have not only ground to aſſert that + 


«© men, whoſe moral conduct i is ſo atrocious, 3 


© could not be conſidered as juſt objects of com- 


60 « paſſion : :” not only ought you to deliver the 
realm from thoſe ſerpents who would i imprint 5 
their pgiſonous fangs r in- the boſom which 


a 


* ' i 4, 


too little, merely to drive them from our 


ſhores. Subject to the laws of the State, ſince 


that is always the condition under which fo- 
reigners 


8 5 See che Mornin Grronidle of February 23. 


72 + 50 4) Ibid. 
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. Its” 


* 1 


„ hut it would be little, much 


» 4 


» 4} 


035 


reigners are admitted into any country what- 


ever, they ought, in the caſe which you ſup- 
poſe, to incur the utmoſt rigour of thoſe 


laws, as guilty of High Treaſon. Simply to 


| ſend them out of the kingdom, can only be a 


ſufficient precaution with regard to thoſe who 
are ſuſpected of dangerous political principles, 


er of diſaffection to the exiſting Government; 


but ſuch as from * uniform teſtimony” are 


| proved to be the enemies of the State, and to 


have entered into plots with its enemies, 


deſerve to ſuffer Death. The indictment and 
the ſentence are utterly: irreconcileable: in 


this you have faid too little, if 3 in "that you + 
| have not you too much. 


7 * Beſides, in what manner have you ſup- 
ported an accuſation, which is by all means of 


100 ſerious a nature to be hazarded without 
full evidence? I perceive that the Honourable 
Member who anſwered you declared that, 

whenever there had been the leaſt room for 

| e. Miniſters had entered into every 


neceſſary 5 


* 


— — —— — 
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SES) 


|  necallary. inveſtigation ®. | 2 he Honourable 


Gentleman has alſo. requeſted you, Sir, and 
« all others” who might have any reaſon. to 


* office * «lk * ber the names of thoſe 


| atrocious 


* When Government had e to grant a x RY 
to the French Emi grants, particular care was taken that 


none but thaſe whoſe political principles and characters 


were unexceptionable ſhould partake of che benefit. Tw O 


Committees, the one compoſed of Engliſh, the other of 
French Gentlemen, of equal reſpectability and diſcern- 
ment, were appointed, for the purpoſe of admitting thoſe 
Emigrants only Who were known to be deſerving of Eng- | 
| liſh beneficence. There is not the flighteſt foundation to 


tax their vigilant. enquiry, with having been. deficient, 


ſince amongſt the number af thoſe who were thus regiſe 

tered, from the commencement, that is to ſay, for about 
four or five years, not twenty have been diſmiſſed, and 
not one of thoſe on account of his political principles, 


"This is a fact which may * be aſcertained, 


/ 


ſuſpect 2 French Emigrant, t to impart the 

intelligence to the Government, which would - 
not fail to have all neceſſary inquirjes inſtantly 
made to detect the delinquent. Neither am 
1 ignorant that when the Secretary of State 
afterwards ſent one of the principal clerks in 


* 


4 


ey 


© atrocious ROY to ee alluded, con- 
ceßrning thoſe facts of which you pretended to 
have received information, you were unable to 
mention one Angle nume, or to ſtate the en 
+ ann on one TIEN ey ; 


1 ; 


Pr rom all this it is etui to Ie” that | 


your opinion is founded upon nothing more 


than preſumptions of ſome kind or other. 
Let us therefore examine what it is natural 
and reaſonable to preſume. If in ſuch a caſe 


preſumptions can be taken into the ſcale dk 


Juſtice, they muſt at Taft be weighed with 


7 5 proper diſcernment; and a ſober diſcuſſion 


of the probabilities on the one ſide and 


te other, ſhould determine the preponde- 
rance between them. That guide ſhould 
conduct our judgment through the obſcure 
roads of conjectur e, and throw as much 5725 
1 youre them as they are . of receiving. 


Conſe, Sir, that your pteſiimptions ariſe 105 


from a few particular "Inſtances, where you 
a a nn Auen by indication, You 


-” 


have 
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have * told that many Frenchmen i in Logs | 
don had been guilty | of very reprehenſible 
diſcourſes and practices : : you have alſo ſeen 
that many Frenchmen have been ordered and 
actually ſent out of the country, which i is an 
undeniable proof of the vigilant care and 


_ juſt ſeverity of Government. But that is not 
your mode of reaſoning ; on the contrary, 
what ought to have given you confidence, has 


only excited your alarms ; and the more mea- 


ſures have been taken for finding out and re- 


moving ſuch foreigners: as were doubtful cha- 


racters, the more have you perſuaded yourſelf 

of their inſufficiency. Some traits of miſbe- 
haviour in Frenchmen, who were expelled 
from this country without delay, have made 


you preſume that the conduct of the majority 


was atrocious ; and then you have got with 


more haſte than good ſpeed to the concluſion, 7 


that Ns ought to be ſent away all We 


den if this mode of 1 of the 


one by the other, and of a whole body of 
men * ſome few individuals, be faulty in 


>. 


* LT . 


a 
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15 general, it muſt be deemed abſolutely inad- 
miſſible when, as in the preſent caſe, there 
exiſts the moſt entire diſſimilarity between 
the diffetent deſeri ptions of perſons that are 

thus blended together For my part, I can- 
not poſſibly admit of any affinity between a 
gang of turbulent wretches, whom England | 
has vomited out, and the loyal Emigrants, LO, 
| whom it would be abſurd to rank with ſuch. | - 
perſons. I ds not mean here to diſcuſs the 

difference which muſt exiſt” between.the prin- 

_ ciples of men of high birth and liberal edu- 
cation, and thoſe of the lower ranks. But it | 
UW abſolutely neceſſary to diſtin guiſh, very cor- 

: rectly, and to ſeparate from the real Emi- 
grants, thoſe pretended ones who did nat leave 
France on account, of the Revolution, but | 

came to England, either for the purpoſe of. 
ſeeking their fortunes, or of flying from pu- 

. niſhment, or as Spies paid, or hoping to be 

paid, by the preſent "ons in France: it is 

| highly neceſſary, I repeat it, to diſtinguiſn 
ſuch people as theſe fo thoſe real Emigrants bs 
whom * hortor of the revolutionary. 
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8 trines; ah ; perſecudion clic againſt | 
them by dhe Tyrant of France; and an honour- 
able attachment to their lawful Princes, had 
forced to leave à devoted country; which de- 
vours its inhabitants, and whoſe ufurpers * 
| qv peg in' order" to rob . 3 


Theſe 1 W med a FOES | 
of the honourable title and denomination of 
| Farncn EMIGRANTS.” | Theſe are the elect 
amongſt the French Nation—and are theſe to 
be claſſed amongſt and treated like the ſcum, 
the dregs, the outcaſt of the French populace? 


Oan there poſſibly exiſt any connexion or 
relation between thoſe reſpettable Emigrants | 
 compoſed-of che firſt Nobility of a great Mo- 
. narchy, pious Ecclefiaſtics, wha are become 
Y . victims of their faith ; "Magiſtrates 1 wha 
have been ſtripped of every. thing except their 
Jinan virtue; Military: Men covered 
with ſcars, and badges of: honour, obtained by 
ſervices of glory; or reſpectable Citizens, Art- 0 - 
Men; e Soes, . OY 
x the 
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— fide 5 and; on the other, hoc French 
Adventurers and Vagabonds, thoſe Bankriipts, 
Smugglers, Swindlers, Buffoons and Gam- 
3 babbled, and caballed in every direc- 
tion; vermin who were ſo much the more 
dangerous as they wert in perpetual moti 
as; favoured by their obſcurity they 8 
entrance every where, and as their contact 
was s infeQtious t to >the beer ode of e. 
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The Ae number 55 the W | 
ordered out of this Country in conſequenee of the Alien- 
Bill, amounts, from what I have been told to about 320 
or 330; out of which, as I haue already obſctved; there 
were nat 20 who might be: conſidered as: real Emigrants. 
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This makes it evident ho juſt ita eſſehtial it is tomark = 


me difference betty een thoſe who'dre to go hy that derio- 
-mination; and thoſe: who had chm ober t England bn 


any other account ee a ev | 
F -Blniyennts. oO WR n ol! If | 


Ces pm 8 Shea 


thall 8 
' mk on 0 50 belt 


1 of 


chat now they are reduced nearly one half. Lat 
| dau an account of there being between 12 and I 3,000, in- 


Theſe are the foreigners who may be miſ. 


truſted, over whom Miniſters cannot keep too 


watchful an eye; with regard to whom the 
ſlighteſt grounds of ſuſpicion may very aa | 
be Rodyerted: into a Fan of * ) 


It i is 1 . bd at, reuo- : 
| lutionary n will be agreeable to men 
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reſide i in England under the ſame denomination athough 
"hey + fo wide] y differ from os another, | 


Tube : falſe E migrants, the n moſt of whom came to 3 5 

don from motives that "ol be ee amount, it bs 

[thought,' to about 2, 000. 0 7 
be true Emigrants e more numerous . FO | 


care gat preſent,” part of them having been killed in the 


army and in the Weſt Indies, and part having returned 


to the Continent, or joined the Prince of Conde's army : | 
others ſerve 'in Po ; ſome have died in England: ſo 


cludimg thoſe: who were at Jeuſey and Guernſey: at this 
preſent period they very little exceed oo, one half 


f which are Ecclefiaſtice, - the. other. half compre- 


hends the women and children; of the above number 


* are yoo who receive no afliſtagcs | from Government. 


year we 


. 0 by cht to whom 
chey promiſe, What, without them, ſuch men 
could never have ventured to hope, and whom 
they raiſe to a level with the ſuperior claſſes, | 
long the objects of envy, and cauſes of mor- 
tification and dif; guſt. In all probability. 
_ thoſe who ean only be gainers from diſtur- 
bances, will cheriſh diſturbances. It is but 
too natural that ideas of equality and inde- 
pendence ſhould prove irreſiſtibly alluring to 
the imaginations of the inferior ranks, and 
heat and foemaeny in * heads of as Fe and 
; ene . t 2 e ene 
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Bat, it is 8 a ee t 
1 1 e Se, that thoſe who have the greateſt in- 
tereſt i in the reſtoratian of order, ſhould: fa- 
7 vour the progreſs of diſorder. It is neither 
5 probable nor natural that they ſhould trample 
under foot thoſe principles» for Which they 
have ſacrificed every thing, for the purpoſe of 
adopting the very principles which have been 
the occaſion of all their calamities 2: ĩt is: nei- - 
ther probable nor natural that they ſhould do 


(am) Wo 


what 1s ; repugnant: to. their birth, e edu- 55 


cation, and the habits of their whole lives, 
in order to reſemble the objects of their ab, 
horrence. Can any man cheriſh the cauſe of 
his ruin? Can he intereſt himſelf i in favour 
of thoſe who haye been the authors of his 
deſtruction ? Can he wiſh them ſucceſs, when 
be can . exiſt again inden eee 8 


von . en every „aa ebib ee p- 

tion is againſt you. Coulu yeu ſeriouſſy think, 
br was it pdflible yen ' ebuld! perſuade ay 
| other perſon, that the real French Emigrant 
were ready to conſpire with thoſe who had 
ſdrn their utter perdition ? that having but 
ode afylom left, they could wiſh to introduce 


plunder and defolation- intd it; that the, 


rould be the fecret partiſuns of an invafioh, 
of which they muſt themſeltes be the firſt 
victims; that men of ſenſe would: whet «the 
_ poignards which: wers directed to their O- 
breaſts, or that men of honour would Ren 
their | enemies to their nen * 515 
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Abl without doubt they exclaim with i in 


15 Packs againſt the injuſtice of ſuch u fuſ- 


picion. Without doubt they intreat, in ac- 
cents of the deepeſt afffcion, that to the hu- 
miliation which they ſuffer in ſoliciting aſſiſt- 
anee, may not be added the reproach which 
they cannot bear, of being OO as 
. it with. eee, 


n Without doubt they with, in a language | 
which cannot be diſtruſted, to addrefs the So- 
vereign, the Parliament, and the Nation at 
large, and to fay: « Your homes are become 


8 ours, we are ready to defend them with you; 


E youxenem ies arecur petſecutotꝭ, the butchers 
af our families, the aſſaſſins of our King. 
. -Can you doubt our zeal in oombating againſt 
. them? We have already proved it to vou 
-« by our actions Sz. We are ready (till to prove 
t in che ſame cauſe, under your banners. 
0 by a n een n battle, Sx 
| ou ar pt Howe 
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we TY give W e Te 0 queſtion 

We fincerity. would be barbarous. 10 out- 
nage thoſe whom we have received with noble ö 
humanity, would be to degenerate from our- 
ſelves; it would be to imitate the Seythians 
of old, who received foreigners only to im- 
molate them. N e er the ancient 


Romans 
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No one is ignorant how much the regiment of La 
| Chatre, or Loyal Emigrants, has diſtinguiſhed itſelf at tze 
ſieges of Menin and Nieuport. It is well known that the : 
garriſon of the latter place, after à moſt gallant defence, | 
were forced to ſurrender, and were infamouſiy ſnot. The 
remembrance of the brave and unfortunate victims of 
8 Quiberon i is ſtill more recent: it is of general notorigty 
that on every occaſion the French Emigrants have ſought = 
the perilous honour of being at the out-poſts. Can it be 
doubted, that if the chimerical project of an invalion 
was to be effected, they would embrace with their wonted 
zeal every opportunity of partaking in the dangers ch pur. 
valiant n „ p 
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B 6 vine, after the ot of the | 
ſavage Scythians, confounded the appellation 
of enemy with that of foreigner. PHPeregri- 


nus antea dius 12 A 


* 


Leet not us Britons incur the like imputa- 
tion. Let us rather copy the magnanimity of 


Alexander, who never was ſo great, ſays 


f Quintus Curtius, as when he iſſued an edit 
purporting, that « All men of worth were 


* brethren, and only men of no worth. were 


to be conſidered as foreigners. | 


Tam, 
vont moſt humble, 


* 


bedient ſervant, 


| A FREEHOLDER. 
| March 15, . of 
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